Beginning the Book

Choose a novel of recognized literary merit written for adults which all 4 in your group can agree to read. Mrs. . Hansen must approve your novel.
1. Literary Circle Paperwork:

· Choose a record keeper, who is responsible for labeling, organizing, and disposing of all written work required. This is a [small] extra credit job which lasts for the whole assignment.

· Choose a scribe, for this week only. Some hand printing or typing required.

· Agree on a reading calendar for your group. You will meet the next 3 Wednesdays.  The last of those Wednesdays is the deadline for completing the reading of your novel. Divide the pages sensibly. Make sure each person has these dates, and make one copy of this schedule to be turned in.

2. Clip Together in This Week’s Packet:


· A cover sheet with the title of your book and the names of members of your group. Put a star next to the name of your record keeper.

· Your calendar/reading schedule

· Each person’s home assignment—2 pages:notes/questions

· A group response to the assignment  below

ASSIGNMENT # 1

Answer these questions thoroughly as a group. Your scribe records your answers

· You are reading a work of Fiction, an imagined narrative—but is it ‘serious fiction’, genre fiction (romance, mystery, etc)? Is it comedy, historical,

· Do you know enough about the author to consider his/her point of view and special   connections to the subject matter? Gather information for a brief biography, focusing on information relevant to this novel [example: Mark Twain’s boyhood is important to Huck Finn; his many financial difficulties are less so]

· Why does the book have this title?

 Can I see a plot/subject connection right away?

 If not, is it a quote (Bible, Shakespeare, etc) or reference?

 (Sometimes you can’t answer this in 20 pages, but don’t forget to think about it.) 

· When (in what period or periods) does the action or focus of the book occur?

 Do I have an overview of the main events and conditions of this period?

 Can I picture what the women are wearing? If not, research this—it gives lots of clues.

 Can I picture a soldier of the time?

        Can I envision typical transportation of the time?

· Where is the book set?

      Find it on a map. Include a map if setting is unfamiliar and important.

       Can I describe the terrain in a few words?

       Have I looked at a picture?

· List the main characters/figures
description

        habits

        problems/concerns? 

· 
       Do the  main characters’ names have information/significance?

· As  students, plan after assessing the difficulties of this author’s diction and syntax .

*  time needed?   *    rereading?  *  notes?   *    conference?  *

ASSIGNMENT#2

1. Share and discuss:

· The notes about vocab, content, themes etc. made by members of your group

· The questions, whether literal or interpretive, written by members of your group

3. Your scribe for today will record and write up in proof-read paragraphs your group responses to these questions—if this needs  to be completed at home from notes, it is due tomorrow.

Literary Circles Meeting #2

Name of new scribe for today:____________________________________

1. Discuss and clarify literal questions from the group [i.e. who is that? What was happening there?]. Summarize the topics and responses here or attach.

2. As a group, formulate the three questions you think are most important to consider in your book at this time. These should be higher-level questions—predictions, themes and significance, use of literary devices. Write your questions here or attach.

3. Design an assignment for your members to complete for next week. The      

      assignment should:

a. Show the reader’s knowledge of the book

b. Require analysis of the book beyond the literal

c. Require creativity and original, individual work

d. Require no more than 90 minutes to complete

4. Attach a neatly printed or typed summary of your discussion of the question in #2. 

This may be attached on Monday if necessary. 

Literary Circles #3

1. Using the attached rubrics, each member who completed the homework assignment should grade the work of another member.

2. Agree on an assignment for next week which requires some sort of notes and produces written higher level questions for your group discussion.

3. Check in with the group; write me a dated brief summary of your discussion. Are people keeping up with your calendar? What difficulties are being encountered? What character or plot area is it helpful to analyze? What themes or ideas have emerged as important?

4. Make sure your ‘packet’ of work is all in order and includes everything completed so far--grade updated this week.

5. Attach the rubrics from today to the back of the packet for grade.

