Sonoma Valley High School

20000 Broadway

Sonoma, CA 95476

Home: 707-833-6307/ School: 707-933-4010 x 4433

jhansen@sonomavly.k12.ca.us







November 22, 2010

Dear Dave and Committee:

For completion of my Master’s in Library Science I have been working in SVUSD high school libraries, and I have been shocked by the condition of our collections and services after years of budget woes.  Although there are many areas in need of attention, I propose that Rotary step in to fund two deficient areas which affect every student in the high school. Every SVHS student is required to write at least one research paper each year, culminating in the Senior Project paper, where multiple sources are needed. As you know, many of our students have no Internet access or reference material at home, and many have difficulty accessing the public library. These students depend on the print and digital resources of the school library. In order to continue to provide this access, we request your support. First, we need a current print version of the World Book Encyclopedia. Second, we need to restore our research databases to their 2009 minimal level.

Many adults believe that the Internet has made print reference works obsolete, but this is certainly not true in schools. Articles in the World Book provide high-quality information every time, unlike the return on an average Google search, which must be sorted with good judgment. Also, the World Book is carefully written to be accessible to the wide variety of reading levels and language skills of SVHS students. Finally, when the server is down or the computers are all full, the World Book still works. 

At the same time, digital research competence is one of the main skills students need for future academic success; while maintaining our print collection we must provide adequate digital access. Only about 15% of information is available for free in a Google search—the other 85% costs money. Databases of authored full-text articles written at high school level are the best source for students seeking high-quality information for research assignments.  Budget cuts this year have cut student database access by 43%, with noticeable effect.

You will notice that the total of our two requests is $2,429. Ms. McEnery’s entire budget for buying any new library materials in 2010 is approximately $1400. Please consider funding this request. If you have any questions feel free to contact me; I am happy to discuss library needs or provide more detailed information.

Thank you,

Janet Hansen

Rotary Community Service Committee

Dave Pier; Chair

Proposal: Library Collection Improvements, Sonoma Valley High School

Proposed Expenses:

2011 World Book Encyclopedia       



 $   949.00

Restoration previous basic database package                         $1, 480.00










 $2, 429

Basic print and digital research material used by most SVHS students, especially language learners and/or students from impoverished families.

World Book can be ordered as soon as funds are available and will be current for approximately 5 years

Databases would be ordered as part of a redesigned packet of digital services; the requested funds would support one year of the added services.
